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A Clauſe of Mr. Seaton's Wil, 
Dated O#.8. 17 38. 


Pd Groe my Ki/linbury Eftate to the Univerſity of Cambridge 


for ever: the Rents of which ſhall be aiſpoſed of yearly oy 
the V. Ge Oats for the time being, as he the Vice-Chancellor, 
the Maſter of Clare Hall, and the Greek Profeſſor for the time 


being, or any two of them ſhall agree. Which three perſons 
aforeſaid ſhall give out a Sulject, which Subject ſhall for the. 
firſt Year be one or other of the Perfection: or Attributes of the 
Supreme Being, and ſo the ſucceeding Years, till the Subject is 

_ exhauſted; and afterwards the Subject ſhall be either Death, 
Judgment, Heaven, Hell, Purity of heart, Wc. or whatever - 


elſe may be Judged by the V. ice-Chancellor, Mafter of Clare Hall, 
and Greek Profeſſor to be moſh conducive to the honour of the 
Supreme Being and recommendation of Virtue. And they ſhall 


yearly diſpoſe of the Rent of the above Eftate to that Maſter of 
Arts, whoſe Poem on the Subject given /hall be beſt approved 


by them. Which Poem I ordain to be alkeays in Engliſh, and to 
be printed; the expence of which ſhall be deducted out of the 
product of the Eftate, and the reſidue given as a reward for 
the pee Yf the Poem, or Ode, or Copy of V. __ 


W E the * do aſſign Mr. SEAT ON Reward 


to C. SMART M. A. for his Poem on The Eternity of 


be Supreme Being, and direct the ſaid Poem to be printed, ac- 


cording to the tenor of the Will. 


March 23. 1750, | : 
oi Edam. Keene Vice-Chancellor. 


F. Wilcox Maſter of Clare Hall. 
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AIL, * nb Being, * in a ſupreme 
Exiſts from everlaſting, whoſe great Name 
Deep in the human heart, and every atom 

The Air, the Earth or azure Main contains 

In undecypher'd characters is wrote 
INcoMPREHENSIBLE! - O what can words | 
The weak interpreters. of mortal thoughts, 

Or what can thoughts ( tho? wild of wing they rove 


Co 5 5 Thro' 
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— Nay 
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(6) 
Thro? the vaſt concave of tly etherial round) 
If to the Heavn of Heattiis they'd win their way 
Advent'rous, like the birds of night they're loſt, 
And delug & in the od I A 
May then the youthful, .es de Bard 
Preſume to hymn tl Eternal; 1 may he ſoar 
Where h, and where Cherybin on hi is 
Reſound the uriceaſ} ing; plaubird/a with t Et J e 
In the grand Chorus mix his feeble voice? 
He may—if Thou, who from the witleſs babe 
Ordaineſt honor, glory, ſtrength and praiſe, 
Uplift the — Muſe, and deign*ft t aſſiſt, B- 
GREAT Port” er THE UNIVERSE, his: W 1 1. 
Before this earthly Planet wound her courſe- | 
Round Light's perennial fountain, before Lig 
Herſelf gan ſhine, and at th* inſpiring word 
Shot to exiſtence in a blaze of day, 
Before © the Morning-Stars together ſang, 
And * Thee Architect of countleſs worlds 


W 


r 
Thou ee lon, 02 2b 
| 29 . W. thou art... 

But is the dern f Creation fix*d : 

At when thefe worlds began A. — E 

Goodneſs, that knows no bounds, from — ever, 

Or keep th* inments Artifcer in ſloth? 
Avaunt the duſi directed crawling ee, 

That Puiſſance nr meaſurably vaſt, 

And Bounty inconceivable cou d reſt 

Content, exhauſted with one week of action 

No — in th* exertion of thy righteous por, 

Ten thouſand times more active than the Sun, 
Thou reign'd; and with a mighty hand nnn 
Syſtems innumerable, matchleſs all, 

All ſtampt with thine uncounterfeited ſeal. 

But yet (if ſtill to more ſtupendous heights | 
The Muſe unblam'd her aching ſenſe may ſtrain) 

: Perhaps wrapt up in contemplation deep, 110 
The beſt of Beings on the nobleſt theme 
; 1 


T8 von 


Might ruminate at leiſur 
Th' eternal Pow f and C 
And with itſelf th* omni 
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eee n amid a ch che 
Of Spirits inferior, he might greatly p plan 
The t two mm hated Iniverſe, 


Perhaps —butall's ieee ns — * of 
All i ignorance, and 1 vanity. r 


W to o deſeribe's + peunption oh we can, — 


A Day ſhall come, wrath this Earth ſhall 1 periſh 
Nor leave behind ev'n Chaos; it ſhall come 
When all the armies of the elements 


Shall war againſt- _—_— and mutual _ 
Ta 


& 


(9) = 7 
To make Pordition trium nz it ſhall come, N | 
When the capacious atmoſphere above 
Shall in fulphureous thunders groan, and wing 36:7 JO — 
And vaniſh into void; the earth beneath | 
Shall ſever to the center, and devour | 
Th* enormous blaze of the deft Qive * = 
Ye rocks, that mock the raving of the floods, 
And proudly frown upon th | impatient deep, | 

: Where 1s your grandeur: now? Ye foaming waves, 
That all along tir immenſe Atlantic roar, 

In vain ye fwe ; will a few drops ſuffice. 


© quench the inextinguiſhable fire? 
Ye mountains, on whoſe, cloud-crown'd wpd the cedars | 


Are leflen'd into ſhrubs, magnific piles, 
That prop the painted chambers of the heav*ns 
And fix the earth continual; Athos, where ; 5 
Where, Tenerif's thy ſtatelineſs to-day ? 
What, tna, are thy flames to theſe? — No more 


Than the poor glow-worm to the golden Sun. 
8 ET Nor 


) 
Nor ſhall the verdarit vallies then rern 
Safe in their meek fubmiſſion; they the debt 
Of nature and of juſtice too muſt pa). 

Yet I muſt weep for you, ye- rival fair, 
Arno and Andaluſia; but for tee 
More largely and with filial tears muſt weep, | 
O Albion, O my Country; Thou e de 
In vain diſſe ver d from the reſt, muſt join 
The terrors of th inevitable run. E e 
Nor thou, illuſtrious motnech of a wid | 
Nor thou, fair queen of night; nor you, ye dan, F 
Tho'-million leagues and million ſtill remote, 
Shall yet ſurvive that day; Ye muſt ſubmit 
Sharers, not bright ſpeQators of the ſcene. 
But tho' the Earth ſhall to the center periſh, 
Nor leave behind ev/n Chaos; tho' the air 
With all the elements muſt paſs away, 
Vain as an ideot's dream; the? the huge rocks, 
That brandiſh the tall cedars on their tops, 


With 


E 

With humbler vales muſt to perdition yield; 
Tho? the gilt Sun, and ſilver- treſſed Moon 
With. all her bright retinue, muſt be loſt ; 
Vet Thou, Great Father of the world, ſurviv'ſt 
Eternal, as thou wert: Vet {ill ſurvives 
The ſoul of man immortal, perfect now, | 
And candidate for unexpiring joys. 1 

He comes! He comes! the awful trump 1 bear; 
The flaming fword's-intalerable blaze 
I ſee; He mes! th* Archangel from above 
« Ariſe, ye tenants. of the filent grave, 
Awake incorruptible and ariſe ; 
« From eaſt to weſt, from the antanctie pale 
To regions hyperborean, all ye ſons, 
« Ye ſons of Adam, and ye heirs of Heavn— 
« Ariſe, ye tenants of the ſilent grave, 
% Awake incorruptible and ariſe. 

Tis then, nor ſooner, that the reſtleſs mind 


Shall find itſelf at home; and like the ark | 
Veal B2 Fix d 


« 12 1 
Fix'd on the mountain- top, ſhall look ae 
Ober the vague paſſage of precarious life; 3 
And, winds and waves and rocks and . pat, 
Enjoy the everlaſting calm of Heav n | 
Tis then, nor ſooner, that the deathleſs ſoul 
Shall juſtly know its nature and its riſe: dT 
*Tis then the human tongue nn tall give. 
Praiſes more worthy the eternal aan. 
Yet what we can, we ought; and en, * 
Purge thou my heart, Omnipotent and good! 
| Purge thou my heart with hyſſop, leſt like Cain 
I offer fruitleſs ſacrifice, and with gifts? 
Offend and not propitiate the Ador ed.. 
Tho? gratitude were bleſs'd with all the pow rs 
Her burſting heart cou'd long for; tho' the _ 
The firey- wing d imagination ſoar'd 1 
Beyond ambition's wiſh — yet all were vain 
To ſpeak Him as he is, who is INEFFABLE. | 
Yet ſtill let reaſon throꝰ the eye of faith 


1 
View Him with fearful love; let truth pronounce, 
And adoration on her bended knee 
With Heavn-· directed hands confeſs His reign. 
And let th' Angelic, Archangelic band 


With all the Hoſts of Heav'n, Cherubic forms, 
And forms Seraphic, with their ſilver trumps 
And golden lyres attend : For Thou art holy, 
« For thou art One, th' Eternal, who alone 
2 Exerts all goodneſs, and tranſcends all praiſe.” 
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Lately publiſhed, 
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On the Immenſity of the SUPREME BEING: 
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A Poetical Eſſay. 
By Mr. SMART. 
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